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Democracy in Thai Families

Atittiya Suksawangl, Hatchakorn Vongsayan2

" ocal Administration, Faculty of Humanities and Social SciencesSuan Sunandha Rajabhat University

ABSTRACT

This article aims to study the democracy in Thai families. Families were
selected for collecting the data by using participant observation and interviewing.
Speech data was randomly collected from parents in seven families. There several
different nine criteria which determine influences on family matters. The study's
findings reveal that the relationship between family members in seven families can be
divided into three groups which are one dictatorial family, two democratic families and
four authoritarian families. The economic status does not influence of democracy on
the family. Furthermore, a family is the first institution that constructs and encourages

democratic principles. It can be concluded that democracy begins at home.

Keywords : democracy, dictatorial, family institution
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