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Representation of “Chao Khao” in Thai movies
Phatcharaporn Ruangthong

Thai Language program, Humanities and Social Sciences Suan Sunandha Rajabhat University

ABSTRACT

This paper aims to study and analyze representation of "Chao Khao" in 4 Thai
moviesie. Phayakrai Saina, Rung Jung, Rak Na Po Ta Thing Nong and The Dwarves Must
Be Crazy.

According to the study, the representation of "Chao Khao" in the movies
revealed 5aspects i.e. aspect 1: Chao Khao as villains owing to famine and inability to
generate income, aspect 2: Chao Khao as a group who had articulatory disorders and
exotic dressing code (different from the native) or amusingly strange conducts, aspect
3: spirit and Chao Khao's way of life which was expressed as an important part in their
culture affecting their way of thought and spiritual way, aspect 4: Chao Khao's shaman
who had sexual desire, deceiving young girls to violate them and Chao Khao's girls who
worshipped superstition or unseen things and used their feeling rather than reasoning
resulting in being deceived, this depicted underdevelopment and obsoleteness in Chao
Khao and last aspect: alienation of Chao Khao and urban people either language or
dress code making Chao Khao struggle more than normal; nevertheless, the movies

also depicted adaptability in Chao Khao as they could live in the city in some degree.

Keyword : Chao Khao, minority group, representation, Chao Khao in Thai movie
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