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Abstract 

The TOEIC test has grammatical implications, which are very difficult for most learners 
and be hard to understand.  The purpose of this research aimed to 1.) Analyze the 
frequency of grammar use in the fifth part of the TOEIC test (part incomplete sentences) 2.) 
And investigate whether the grammar use in the fifth part of the actual TOEIC test is 
different from the grammar reviews for the test from online and offline sources. Frist, The 
data was explored from online and offline sources (20 sources) finding the types of grammar 
use in the TOEIC test in Part 5 that is the frame of types of grammar, and then collected 200 
Questions of the TOEIC test in Part 5 were analyzed according to the frame of types of 
grammar and The frequency of each grammar point was counted and turned in to the 
percentage. The research found that the grammars which were used the most are 
vocabulary followed by Prepositions, Part of Speech, Tense, and Conjunction. The reviews 
focus more on preposition but in the actual TOEIC test place an emphasis on Vocabulary. 
However, Hopeful that this research helpful for prepared to take the TOEIC exam, helping 
students to pass the TOEIC tests and taking the high score from this exam.  
 
Keywords : Grammatical usage in the TOEIC, TOEIC Part 5, Grammar analyze 
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ไวยากรณ์ภาษาอังกฤษในข้อสอบโทอิก 
 

บทคัดย่อ 
การสอบโทอิกมีเรื่องของไวยากรณ์มาเกี่ยวข้องซึ่งเป็นจุดที่ยากมากส าหรับการเรียนรู้มาก และ ไม่ค่อย

เข้าใจกันมากนัก ดังนั้น การวิจัยนี้มีวัตถุประสงค์เพ่ือ 1.) วิเคราะห์ความถี่ในการใช้ไวยากรณ์ในตอนที่ 5 ของ
การสอบ โทอิก (ประโยคไม่สมบูรณ์บางส่วน) 2. ) และตรวจสอบการใช้ไวยากรณ์ภาษาอังกฤษในข้อสอบโทอิก
เสมือนจริง กับ กรอบของไวยากรณ์ที่ได้ท าการรีวิวมาจากแหล่งข้อมูลออนไลน์และออฟไลน์ว่าจะคล้ายกัน
หรือไม่ โดยเริ่มจากการ ส ารวจข้อมูลจากแหล่งข้อมูลออนไลน์และออฟไลน์ (20 แหล่ง) เพ่ือหากรอบของ
ประเภทของไวยากรณ์ ในข้อสอบโทอิก ตอนที่ 5 จากนั้น การวิเคราะห์ตามกรอบของประเภทของไวยากรณ์
และความถี่ของแต่ละไวยากรณ์จะถูกนับและเปลี่ยนเป็นเปอร์เซ็นต์ เพ่ือเปรียบเทียบ ผลการวิจัยพบว่า
ไวยากรณ์ที่ใช้มากที่สุด ได้แก่ Prepositions, Part of Speech, Tense, และ Conjunction เป็นต้น กรอบ
ของประเภทของไวยากรณ์จะมุ่งเน้นที่  Prepositions แต่ในการทดสอบ โทอิกจริง จะเน้น Vocabulary  
อย่างไรก็ตามหวังว่าการวิจัยครั้งนี้จะเป็นประโยชน์ในการเตรียมสอบ TOEIC ซึ่งจะช่วยให้นักเรียน, นักศึกษา 
สามารถผ่านการทดสอบ TOEIC และได้คะแนนสูงจากสอบ 

 
ค าส าคัญ : ไวยากรณ์ภาษาอังกฤษ, ข้อสอบโทอิกตอนที่ 5, วิเคราะห์ไวยากรณ์ภาษาอังกฤษ 
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Introduction 
TOEIC short for Test of English for International Communication is an international 

level English proficiency test developed by the Educational Testing Service (ETS), an 
American based organization for testing the regular English application skills and aptness of 
the test takers to survive in the international environment. The TOEIC was designed to judge 
the proficiency of language learners in a business environment. It is claimed to be applied 
“as a benchmark for employment, promotion, overseas business travel, and transfer in 
workplaces” (In’nami and Koizumi, 2011: 131). The TOEIC is a norm-referenced test that aims 
to measure the English language proficiency of people in a workplace context. The test 
consists of 200 multiple-choice questions divided into two sections: 100 listening 
comprehension questions and 100 reading comprehension questions. The test not only 
assesses listening and reading skills, but also provides an indirect measure of speaking and 
writing skills. The examinees are supplied with a total score ranging from 10 to 990 along 
with two scaled sub-scores for each section of the test ranging from 5 to 495 (The Chauncey 
Group International, 1999, 2002). The listening section testing how well examinees 
understand spoken English consists of four parts: Photographs, Question-Response, 
Conversations, and Short Talks. For the reading section testing how well examinees 
understand written English consists of three parts: Incomplete Sentences, Text Completion, 
and Reading Comprehension. 

In Thailand, nowadays, there are many agencies and institutions that need TOEIC 
results, such as aviation, hotel, tourism, transportation, financial institutions, petrochemicals, 
automobiles, hospitals and other multinationals. It is used in various fields such as 
considering English skills to apply for work, raise the salary and Promotions. The score TOEIC 
test that required by most Thai employers is between 450 and 900, for instance, if you work 
in a customer service, you must have a TOEIC score of 550-800. Because of the customer 
service, you have to meet a lot of people. Learn to work with many people, including 
interaction with many people. If you work on Logistics, you must have a TOEIC score of 550- 
650 points. This branch must deal with various transportation an include cargo inspection, 
cargo handling, shipping coordination and Shipping to overseas or get goods from abroad 
you must have contact with foreigners. And if you work in Marketing, you must have a TOEIC 
score of 500-600 points. You should have a TOEIC score and some knowledge of English. 
Because sometimes you have to find information and contact foreign customers or even to 
study the global market trend. 

The authors have tried to do the pre-TOEIC test the problem found that the author 
(student) who do not understand the use of clearly grammars, and when the pre-TOEIC test 
shows that the test scores that did do not meet the criteria should be.  The score of the 
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TOEIC test is below the threshold. English for Business students should do it. By observing 
that the least-scored part is the Reading section tests how well the test takers understand 
written English. Test takers read materials and answer questions at their own pace. Passages 
represent real-world workplace communications 100 questions there are three parts are 
Incomplete Sentences, Completion and Reading Comprehension. How the best to do the 
test to get a good score, the students or person who will take the exam need to understand 
the structure of sentences and grammar. In consequence this study will focus on the 
grammars of the TOEIC test (Part 5; incomplete sentences).  

Grammar is an   especially difficult   point   for most   learners.   Due  to   the   fact   
that   the   TOEIC   (Test  of   English   for International  Communication) emphasis’ this in   
great detail  the merging of  online and  offline  material can be advantageous to the 
learners as well as lecturers. The resources should provide for flexible, self-pacing 
opportunities in order to meet the specific needs and address particular areas of weaknesses 
of students (Caroline Ho Mei Lin, 1997). Grammar is very importance because it may help 
enhance accuracy. (Marcelm, 1853: 424) highlights this point in his book. He clarifies how 
grammar develops accuracy in communication as “it forms the mind to habits of order and 
clearness; concurrently with logic and rhetoric, it accustoms learners to accuracy of 
language, and hence, to accuracy of thinking”. This means grammar rules can help learners 
develop a habit of thinking logically and clearly. 

From the above mentioned problems the frame of types of grammar was designed 
that uses to set the frame of types the grammar check list in TOEIC test. A review of 
Grammar used in the TOEIC test for both online and offline provided in Section of the 
grammar used in the TOEIC test (Part 5; incomplete sentences) such as Prepositions, 
Comparison, Gerund & Infinitive, Conditional or If-Clause, Tense, Conjunction, Vocabulary, 
Subject-Verb Agreement, Pronouns, Part of Speech, Active & Passive Voice, Modal Verb and 
relative clauses. Therefore, this study aims to analyze the frequency of grammatical usage in 
the TOEIC test (Part 5; incomplete sentences) and comparing between the frame of type 
grammars that the frequency of data from the review various types of Grammar used in the 
TOEIC test and the Grammar used in the TOEIC test in Part 5 from 200 items that the 
frequency of grammatical usage in the Test of English for International Communication 
(TOEIC). Hopeful that this research helpful for prepared to take the TOEIC exam and helping 
the students or person who will take the exam to pass the TOEIC tests and taking the high 
score from this exam. 
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Purpose of the Study 
1. To analyze the frequency of grammar use in the fifth part of the TOEIC test (part 

incomplete sentences) 
2. To investigate whether the grammar use in the fifth part of the actual TOEIC test is 

different from the grammar reviews for the test from online and offline sources 
 

Methodology 
1. Data & Data Collection 

The data used in this study were collected from online websites and books. These 
studies will first review various types of Grammar used in the TOEIC test in Part 5 
(incomplete sentences) from online and offline sources (20 sources) that is usually found in 
the exam. Then comparing and summarizing the most frequently used grammar tables to 
compare with the virtual test by using Microsoft Excel to help in the analysis. After the table 
has been set up, it will take the TOEIC test in Part 5 (incomplete sentences) 200 items that 
analysis and classification of Grammar. 

 The reading section (Part 5 Incomplete Sentences) of the TOEIC test asks students to 
choose the appropriate word or phrase to make the sentence grammatically correct. It will 
take the TOEIC test in Part 5 (incomplete sentences) consisting of simple of these test 200 
questions; this test was administered to provide data grammatically correct. The data was 
collected from online websites that is a virtual reality simulation TOEIC test. It will take the 
TOEIC test in Part 5 200 questions that analysis and classification of Grammar. 

 
2. Data Analysis 

1. Types of grammar in Part 5 (incomplete sentences) in the TOEIC test from 20 online 
and offline sources were explored. 

 The frame of types of grammar was designed by reviewing various types of Grammar 
use in the TOEIC test in Part 5 (incomplete sentences) from online and offline sources (20 
sources) that is usually found in the exam.  

 Online data refer to the practice of storing electronic data with a third party service 
accessed via the Internet. It is an alternative to traditional local storage (such as a disk or 
tape drives) and portable storage (such as optical media or flash drives). It can also be called 
"hosted storage," "Internet storage" or "cloud storage." 

 Offline data is the term used to describe any storage medium that must be inserted 
into a storage drive by a person before it can be accessed by the computer system is 
considered to be a type of off-line storage. Offline storage may also be written as off-line 
storage and is also called removable storage. 
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Table 1: Types of Grammar in the TOEIC test (Part 5; incomplete sentences) that are usually 
found in the exam. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.  200 items of the TOEIC test in Part 5 (incomplete sentences) were analyzed 
according to the types of grammar types reviewed in the previous stage. 

3. The researcher also consulted the book “English grammar in use” for guidelines of 
categorizing grammar types. 

4. The frequency of each grammar point was counted and turned in to the 
percentage. 
 

Results 
Research question 1: the frequency of grammar use in the fifth part of the TOEIC test part 5 
(incomplete sentences) 
Table 2. the frequency of types of grammar used in the actual TOEIC test Part 5 from 200 
questions 

  Types of Grammar 
1 Prepositions 
2 Comparison 
3 Gerund & Infinitive 
4 Conditional or If-Clause 
5 Tense  
6 Conjunction 
7 Vocabulary 
8 Subject-Verb Agreement 
9 Pronouns 
10 Adv. Of Frequency 
11 Part of Speech  
12 Active & Passive 
13 Causative Form 
14 Countable & Uncountable Noun 
15 Modal Verb 
16 Article 
17 Participles 
18 relative clauses  
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Types of Grammar 
 

Frequency of Grammar 
used in the TOEIC 

Percentages 
(%) 

1 Vocabulary 32  16.00 
2 Prepositions 26  13.00 
3 Part of Speech  25  12.50 
4 Tense  20  10.00 
5 Conjunction 17  8.50 
6 Pronouns 14  7.00 
7 Gerund & Infinitive 11  5.50 
8 Comparison 9  4.50 
9 Conditional or If-Clause 9  4.50 
10 Subject-Verb Agreement 7  3.50 
11 Adv. Of Frequency 6  3.00 
12 Relative clauses  6  3.00 
13 Active & Passive 4  2.00 
14 Causative Form 4  2.00 
15 Participles 4  2.00 
16 Modal Verb 2  1.00 
17 Article 2  1.00 
18 Countable + Uncountable Noun 2  1.00 

  Total 200  100.00 
 

Table 2 shows that the types of grammar used in the actual TOEIC test in Part 5 that 
The types which were used the most are vocabulary (16%) followed by Prepositions (13%), 
Part of Speech (12.5%), Tense (10%), Conjunction(8.5%), Pronouns (7%), Gerund & Infinitive 
(5.5%), Comparison and Conditional (4.5%), Subject-Verb Agreement (3.5%), Adverb Of 
Frequency and Relative clauses (3%), Active & Passive Voice, Causative Form and  Participles 
(2%), Modal Verb, Article and Countable & Uncountable Noun (1%). 
 
Research question 2 : Differences in the grammar use in the actual TOEIC and the grammar 
reviews for the test from online and offline sources 
 
Table 3: the frequency of data from the review various types of Grammar used in the TOEIC 
test in Part 5 from online and offline sources that is usually found in the exam 
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Types of Grammar 
 

Frequency of data 
from the review 

Percentages 
(%) 

1 Prepositions 18 9.84 
2 Comparison 16 8.74 
3 Gerund & Infinitive 15 8.20 
4 Conditional or If-Clause 13 7.10 
5 Tense  13 7.10 
6 Conjunction 13 7.10 
7 Vocabulary 13 7.10 
8 Subject-Verb Agreement 12 6.50 
9 Pronouns 12 6.50 
10 Adv. Of Frequency 11 6.01 
11 Part of Speech  11 6.01 
12 Active & Passive 7 3.80 
13 Causative Form 6 3.28 
14 Countable &  Uncountable Noun 6 3.28 
15 Modal Verb 5 2.73 
16 Article 5 2.73 
17 Participles 4 2.19 
18 Relative clauses  3 1.64 
  Total 183 100.00 

 
Table 3 shows that the frequency of data from the review various types of Grammar 

used in the TOEIC test that The types which were used the most are Prepositions (9.84%) 
followed by Comparison (8.74%), Gerund & Infinitive (8.2%), Conditional , Tense, Conjunction 
and Vocabulary (7.1%) , Subject-Verb Agreement and Pronouns (6.5%), Adverb Of Frequency 
and Part of Speech (6.1%) , Active & Passive Voice (3.8%), Causative Form and Countable & 
Uncountable Noun (3.28%) , Modal Verb and Article (2.73%), Participles (2.19%) and relative 
clauses (1.64%). 
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Table 4: Comparing the Frequency of the Grammars used in the TOEIC test in Part 5   
between Percentages of data from the review and Percentages of   Grammar used in the 
actual TOEIC test 

 

Types of Grammar 
 

Percentages of data 
from the review (%) 

Percentages of  
 Grammar used in the 

TOEIC (%) 
1 Prepositions 9.84 13.00 
2 Comparison 8.74 4.50 
3 Gerund & Infinitive 8.20 5.50 
4 Conditional or If-Clause 7.10 4.50 
5 Tense  7.10 10.00 
6 Conjunction 7.10 8.50 
7 Vocabulary 7.10 16.00 
8 Subject-Verb Agreement 6.56 3.50 
9 Pronouns 6.56 7.00 
10 Adv. Of Frequency 6.01 3.00 
11 Part of Speech  6.01 12.50 
12 Active & Passive 3.83 2.00 
13 Causative Form 3.28 2.00 
14 Countable + Uncountable Noun 3.28 1.00 
15 Modal Verb 2.73 1.00 
16 Article 2.73 1.00 
17 Participles 2.19 2.00 
18 Relative Clauses  1.64 3.00 

  Total 100.00 100.00 
 

Table 4 the results show that between Percentages of data from the review and 
Percentages of   Grammar used in the actual TOEIC test. Whereas the reviews focus more on 
(1) preposition (9.84%), (2) comparison (8.74%) and (3) gerund and infinitive (8.2%), 
Vocabulary (7.1%), the actual TOEIC test place an emphasis on vocabulary (16%), 
Prepositions (13%), Part of Speech (12.5%), Tense (10%), Conjunction (8.5%), Pronouns (7%). 
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Discussions 
According the objective of the study is to find out 1.) the frequency of grammar used 

in the actual TOEIC test in Part 5 that The types which were used the most are vocabulary 
followed by Prepositions, Part of Speech, Tense, Conjunction, Pronouns, Gerund & Infinitive, 
Comparison and Conditional, Subject-Verb Agreement, Adverb Of Frequency and Relative 
clauses, Active & Passive Voice, Causative Form and Participles, Modal Verb, Article and 
Countable & Uncountable Noun and 2.) The grammar use in the fifth part of the actual 
TOEIC test is different from the grammar reviews for the test from online and offline sources. 
The result found that the reviews focus more on preposition, comparison and gerund and 
infinitive, Vocabulary, and Tense, Conjunction and Vocabulary in the actual TOEIC test place 
an emphasis on Vocabulary, Prepositions, Part of Speech, Tense, and Conjunction. 

In Conclusions, the type of grammatical usage in the TOEIC exam on this research that 
was found mostly is vocabulary. And the type of grammatical usage in the TOEIC exam on 
this research revealed that the frame of types of grammar from the review various types of 
Grammar used in the TOEIC test in Part 5 from online and offline sources. But the reviews 
focus more on preposition and the actual TOEIC test place an emphasis on Vocabulary. 

 
Recommendations 

In this research, to explore the frequency of grammar used in the TOEIC test in Part 5  
and investigate whether the grammar use in the fifth part of the actual TOEIC test is different 
from the grammar reviews for the test from online and offline sources. In the next research 
may be study on grammar used in the TOEIC test Listening part & Reading part. For those 
who next study, should collection of relevant resources from the online and offline, and 
should be more actual TOEIC test because more information It will be useful for research to 
be more effective.  
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